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Attitudes towards Marriage among the Students
of Higher Learning in West Bengal

An Empirical Approach

AMAL KRISHNA SAHA AND SADHAN KUMAR DEY

+nig aricle examines the attitudes of students towards marriage in the 217 century, It
ate= facuses on attitudes towards a wide range of marriage related issues like dowry,
caste end love marriage. The Factor Analysis suggests that the young generation pre-

fer spouses with well-paying jobs. Any type of marriage, love or arranged, |s acceptable
s tham. According o them the success of mamiage does not depend on astrological

prediction, but on the coupla's mutual understanding, co-operation and trust. They give
lzss Impartance to the 'caste’ of a spouse.

Amal Krishna Saha is an Assoclate Frofessor in Human Resource Management, and
Sadhan Kumar Day is an Assoclate Professor of English Language and Communication
at the Paiien College of Management and Tachnelogy, Bengal Pailan Park, Kolkale.

INTRODUCTION

[n India, marriage is considered as one of the most important events
in one’s life. It is regarded as the socially accepted union of a man and
woman for their conjugal happiness, co-operation and for their role in the
procreation and rearing of children. In a broader sense, marriage paves

the way for the union of two families. Nowadays, decisions regarding
Mamage ﬁpeciﬂll}r among the educated are taken b}' the concerned boy
end gir] and the parents generally organise the wedding ceremony.
InIndia, it is customary for an individual to marry within their rels gin:':rn
caste and sub caste, Traditionally, parents and relatives select a prospective
h_'rid": or groom from a pool of eligible adults who are mostly from a
similar socioeconomic, cultural and educational background (Majumdar,
EE]_-EI:: parents may depend on matrimonial advertisements of leading
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